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Glaciers & Rapids. Drawn Switzerland around 1800
1 April-5 July 2026
Opening: Tuesday, 31 March 2026, 6.00 pm

How did the image of “beautiful Switzerland” come about? The new exhibition at the
Graphische Sammlung ETH Ziirich shows how artists around 1800 discovered glaciers, the

Alps and rural life anew, thereby shaping a national landscape image.

“There is surely no country, no part of the earth, that is as remarkable and interesting in so many
respects as Switzerland. Everything beautiful, gentle, charming, cheerful, peaceful and sweetly
refreshing that is scattered throughout nature seems to have come together here in one small space,’
wrote German physician and naturalist Johann Gottfried Ebel, praising the country as the “garden of
Europe”. His words exemplify the enthusiasm that Switzerland inspired in travellers from all over
Europe at the end of the 18th century.

The exhibition at the Graphische Sammlung ETH Zirich invites visitors on a journey through
Switzerland's most impressive landscapes and remotest corners, showing how the image of
“beautiful Switzerland” was shaped at home and abroad around 1800, an image that continues to

have an impact today.

With the rise of tourism, the Swiss Confederation became a popular destination on the Grand Tour
to Italy. As the number of travellers grew, so did the demand for topographical views and depictions
of local traditions and customs — souvenirs of newly discovered places that spread the image of

Switzerland far beyond its borders.

Spurred by interest from abroad, Swiss artists began to see their own country with fresh eyes. The
landscape became the focus of an independent artistic exploration. Pioneers such as Caspar Wolf
(1735-1783) ventured into the high Alps and captured glaciers and rock formations in striking
depictions. Johann Ludwig Aberli (1723-1786) created nuanced views of the Bernese Oberland
and lake landscapes, while Sigmund Freudenberger (1745-1801) captured everyday rural life.

What these artists have in common is their direct view of nature: they no longer worked exclusively

The Graphische Sammlung is part of the ETH Library.



RAPHISCHE
AMMLUNG

ETH:ziirich

in the studio, but drew directly on site, aprés nature. This shift towards close observation of nature

became an artistic approach and marked a turning point in Swiss landscape art.

The exhibition focuses on drawing as an independent artistic medium, not merely as a preliminary
stage of printmaking and painting, but as an expression of autonomous visual thinking. It is based
on the extensive collection of 18th- and 19th-century Swiss drawings in the Graphische Sammlung
ETH Zirich. Since 2023, this collection has been catalogued and digitised as part of the research
project Swiss Drawings in collaboration with the Department of Art History of the University of Zurich
and with the support of the Stiftung Familie Fehlmann, Winterthur. The exhibition presents the key
findings of this long-term project for the first time.

A rich programme of events, including a symposium and an academic publication, explores the topic

in greater depth and contributes to the lasting visibility of Swiss drawing around 1800.

Exhibition information

Curated by Susanne Pollack, Graphische Sammlung ETH Zurich, and Linda Vogel, Department
of Art History of the University of Zurich

Events For details on the program of events, visit: www.gs.ethz.ch/agenda/

Opening hours 10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. daily
Closed: April 3—6, 2026 (Easter), April 20, 2026 from 12:00 (Sechselauten), May 1,
2026 (Labour Day), May 14, 2026 (Ascension Day), May 23-25, 2026 (Pentecost),
June 5, 2026 (Symposium)

Admission Free
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