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Hugo Suter. Flowing and Growing. The Printmaking 
19 August–8 November 2026 
Opening: Tuesday, 18 August 2026, 6 p.m. 
 
During the course of a research project initiated by the Graphische Sammlung ETH Zürich in 
collaboration with the Hugo und Mariann Suter Stiftung, the printed oeuvre of the Swiss artist 
Hugo Suter (1943–2013) has been fully investigated, researched and documented for the first time, 
with the findings presented in a digital catalogue raisonné. Coinciding with the online publication 
of this catalogue, the exhibition presents a broader, intermedial perspective on Suter’s practice 
and is accompanied by a printed volume of highly informative essays.   
 
Printmaking occupies an important position in the work of the Swiss artist Hugo Suter, whose art is 
notable for its playful yet profound exploration of themes and motifs that were inspired by his immediate 
surroundings and daily life – the light in his studio, Lake Hallwil right outside his house, chance finds in 
magazines. At the same time his works are remarkable for their meticulous, sophisticated execution. Suter 
developed a particularly intense working relationship with glass, so it does not come as a surprise that 
many of his printed works are hyalographs, that is to say, glass prints. This technique allowed Suter to 
fully realise his often multilayered, complex pictorial ideas. 
 
The exhibition introduces this technically and conceptually complex body of work to a wider audience. Besides 
prints, it also includes photographs, drawings and three-dimensional objects, all of which will provide visitors 
with an insight into the internal ramifications and the interconnections in Suter’s work, which is 
distinguished by an abundant “flowing and growing” of ideas and images. At the same time the exhibition 
also sheds light on Suter’s artistic processes. As a trained retoucher of gravure prints and indefatigable 
experimenter he often probed the possibilities of established print techniques – particularly hyalography, 
but also screen printing and etching. He frequently resorted to unusual methods and in some cases spent 
years trying out new materials. When it came to selecting works for the exhibition, the artist’s estate 
proved to be an invaluable fund of undiscovered or forgotten items – notably his journals and working 
materials. These exhibits, together with the works from the Graphische Sammlung ETH Zürich, will give  
theaudience an insight – both intense and associative – into the poetic practice of this important 
protagonist of Swiss art and also provides a timely reassessment of the work Suter produced over the 
course of more than four decades.  
 
The exhibition and the catalogue raisonné are accompanied by a printed volume of in-depth essays 
exploring Suter’s distinctive approach. This publication, which is jointly issued by the Hugo und Mariann 
Suter Stiftung and the Graphische Sammlung ETH Zürich, features writers who have engaged with the 
artist's work from a wide range of perspectives. Thanks also to the expertise of the renowned book designers 
Krispin Heé and Tim Wetter, Suter’s work is hereby substantively recontextualised. 
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Hugo Suter (1943–2013) grew up in Gränichen in the canton of Aargau and later moved to Lake Hallwil, where 
he spent much of his life. After training as a retoucher of gravure prints and qualifying as a drawing teacher at 
the Zürcher Kunstgewerbeschule (Zurich School of Arts and Crafts), he was a member of the artists’ group 
Ateliergemeinschaft am Ziegelrain in Aarau (1968–1974), and established himself as a freelance artist. Hugo 
Suter's oeuvre is characterised by its pronounced use of multiple mediums and its contemplative imagery. He 
often switched nimbly between painting, photography and printmaking within a single group of works. Suter, 
who frequently chose glass as his material, also made a significant contribution to the field of ‘art and 
architecture’. 
 
 
Useful Information 
 
Curatorial team Alexandra Barcal, Conservator 20th–21st centuries, and Tim Oechslin, project 

assistant, Graphische Sammlung ETH Zürich 
 
Catalogue raisonné www.hugo-suter-druckgrafik.kleio.com (online from August 19, 2026) 
 
Publication Hugo Suter. Bilder, die die Seiten wechseln. Images That Switch Sides, edited by 

the Graphische Sammlung ETH Zürich (Alexandra Barcal and Tim Oechslin) and 
the Hugo und Mariann Suter Stiftung (Beat Wismer), with essays by Alexandra 
Barcal, Anne Bendel, Stephan Kunz, Tim Oechslin, Anouchka Panchard, Tyrone 
Schorrer and Beat Wismer,St. Gall: Jungle Books, 2026. 

 
Events A special programme of events has been devised for the exhibition. For full details 

see https://gs.ethz.ch/agenda/  
 
Opening times  Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m, with the exception of 14 September 2026 (closed from 12 

p.m. for Knabenschiessen) 
 
Admission Free 

Press contact  Julia Burckhardt, Graphische Sammlung ETH Zürich, Tel +41 44 632 40 46; 
presse@gs.ethz.ch 
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